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		Corneal	transplantation	also	known	as	corneal	grafting,	

is	 a	surgical	 procedure	where	 a	 damaged	 or	

diseased	cornea	is	 replaced	 by	 donated	 corneal	 tissue	 (the	

graft).	 When	 the	 entire	 cornea	 is	 replaced	 it	 is	 known	

as	penetrating	 keratoplasty	and	 when	 only	 part	 of	 the	

cornea	 is	 replaced	 it	 is	 known	 as	lamellar	 keratoplasty.	

Keratoplasty	simply	means	surgery	 to	 the	cornea.	The	graft	

is	 taken	 from	 a	 recently	 dead	 individual	 with	 no	 known	

diseases	 or	 other	 factors	 that	 may	 affect	 the	 chance	 of	

survival	of	the	donated	tissue	or	the	health	of	the	recipient.	

					Rapid	assessment	of	avoidable	blindness	Surveys	
Conducted	in	the	year	2006-07	showed	that	prevalence	of	
blindness	in	India	has	decreased	from	1.1%	to	1%[1],	but	
still	there	are	many	issues	and	corneal	blindness	is	one	of	

them.	Approximately	12	million	corneal	blinds	[2]	in	the	
country,	many	others	have	visual	impairment	due	to	corneal	
diseases.	

	

	


